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CLOSING DATE: Trampalong contributions: 
 

For February 2018 - Tuesday 16 January 2017;   
For March 2018 - Tuesday 6 February 

please email all contributions to: 
Hania Bibrowska – haniab@iinet.net.au 

REMINDERS & NOTICES 
 

• Christmas BBQ – 14 December 
from 6.30pm. 

• Renew your membership for 2018 
• Volunteers needed to scan old issues 

of Trampalong 
 

 
Rod N. doing the Wildhorse Waltz (Photo: Damien W.) 

 

Editor (content/collation): Hania Bibrowska - Editor (content/layout & design): Terri Seddon 

Disclaimer: Any statements and opinions expressed in articles published in ‘Trampalong’ are those of the respective authors 
and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the committee or members of the VMTC. 

  



PRESIDENT’S REPORT December 2017 
 
This is my first full report since continuing on as President for 2017-18 year. I do hope that another 
member will put their hand up to take on this role for the 2018-19 year. 
 
As I forewarned on taking on this role, September and October were occupied with outdoor activities. A 
weeks skiing from the Rover Lodge on the Bogong High Plains, two weeks walking with Geoff Kelly and 
other VMTC members on the first section of the Heysen Trail, a month in France which included a 
week’s cycling in the Luberon area of Provence and then leading (usually from the back) a delightful up 
and down walk around the Feathertop area over the Cup four-day weekend. 
 
Because of this I was only able to devote minimal time to VMTC activities and so I thank committee 
members and others who smoothly continued the administration operations of the VMTC during the last 
two months. 
 
Membership Renewals 
Thank you to all the members who have renewed their membership and I hope to see you on an activity in 
the next year, either social or outdoor. 
 
Individual reminders were sent out in mid-November to members who had not renewed by that date. If 
you had not paid your renewal by the end of November then you will no longer be a member and have the 
benefits of being able access the member section of the VMTC website or receive the detailed Program of 
Activities. If you had forgotten to renew and do want to continue membership please email 
membership@vmtc.asn.au and on payment your membership can be reinstated. 
 
Program of Activities 
The December 2017 to March 2018 has been distributed. There is a good range of trips over the 
Xmas/New Year period both in standard and geography. I hope that all members who want to get away 
over this period can get onto one of these. 
 
In the first three months of 2018 we have a variety of weekend, extended and Wednesday walks but again 
there a lot of gaps for Sunday walks. Perhaps this just reflects a cycle in the age and length of membership 
of the club. 
 
Xmas Christmas Party 
Again, this will be a get together in the Club Rooms and I look forward to socializing and reminiscing 
over the year’s activities with other VMTC members. 
 
Note that is being held on the 14th December (2nd Thursday) instead of the 3rd Thursday. 
 
70th Anniversary Planning  
As noted by Nola, a date and venue has been decided. This is always a difficult task because of 
requirements for easy access for older members, suitable time of the year, quality of food, weather 
considerations etc. A big thank you to Nola for doing the research. 
 
A booklet will be produced which will cover the last 10 years of activities to complement “Tramping into 
History - The first 60 years”. There are still 95 copies of “Tramping into History -The first 60 years” for 
newer members who do not have a copy of this. 
 
We are also hoping to hold both celebratory day and overnight walks in the August to September period 
 
A bit of history. 
The first day walk was led by Cyril Atwood on 15th August 1948 in the Olinda area. The first weekend 
walk was led by Daphne MacPherson on 11-12 September 1948 in Glenburn area. The first club night 
was Friday 13th August 1948 and first AGM on 1st October 1948. More details are in Tramping into 
History (50th and 60th Anniversary editions) 



 
AAAS (Australian Adventure Activities Standard) 
A forum on where BWV stands on this including information on legal and insurance implications will be 
held on 28th November for club presidents. I will not be able to attend but hopefully another committee 
member will attend on behalf of the VMTC 
 
 
Seasons Greetings 
As this is my last report for 2017 I wish all members and their family a happy festive season and lots of 
memorable outdoor activities for 2018. 
 

Marianne Watt  
 
VMTC COMMITTEE 2017/2018 

President: Marianne Watt - 9328 4228 / 0427 422 800  
president@vmtc.asn.au  
Vice President: Colin MacDonald - 0417 373 064 
Secretary: Susie Hale - 0420 535 154  
secretary@vmtc.asn.au  
Treasurer: Keith Seddon - 0414 408 759 treasurer@vmtc.asn.au  
Walks Secretary: Jim Harker - 0402 099 476  
walkssecretary@vmtc.asn.au  
Membership Secretary: Ann Docker - 0408 397 100  
membership@vmtc.asn.au  
Social Secretary: Nola Sanders - 0425 734 879  
 

GENERAL COMMITTEE  
 
Helen Geddes - 0417 494 496  
Bernadette Stephens - 0419 541 957 
Ranka Knezevic - 0400 898 554 
 
BSAR DELEGATE  
Roger Palmer - 9885 1248 / 0416 421 441  
rpalmer@vtown.com.au  
 
SEARCH & RESCUE CONTACTS  
Angie Were - 0417 360 453  
Margaret Timbury - 9379 8687  
Fay Rimmer - 9758 4802  
 

 
 
 

VMTC Social Events - Club Rooms and Beyond 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Clubrooms 8pm  
 (except for movie/meal night) 
 
14 December:  Christmas BBQ in club rooms, 
from 6.30pm. The club will provide cheese/fruit 
platter and nibbles along with sauce and bread.  
Please bring your own: 

• food and drink,  
• plate and cutlery 

 
A forward announcement for 2018:  
The VMTC 70th Anniversary Lunch will be held on 
Sunday October 7th 2018 at Doyles Bridge Hotel - 
1 Nepean Hwy, Aspendale  
 
A big thank you to Roger P. for the November 
Social night presentation of skiing in Norway and 
Japan. Very well attended and we had a great night. 

 
Lending Locker 

A big thank you to all those that have generously 
donated items for our lending locker. 

We now have tents, sleeping mats, sleeping bags, 
packs etc., which will be very helpful for any new 

walkers but of course are available for existing 
members also. 

 
Contact - Nola S - nolsand8@gmail.com 

 
Nola S, 

Social Secretary

 
 
 



	

	

Advance Notice
 

September 2018 
Coast to Coast Walk England 

 
This walk traverses England from West to East starting from St Bees in the Lake District and finishing at Robin 
Hoods Bay, just south of Whitby.  It passes through some great areas of the UK: Lake District, Yorkshire Dales 
and the North York Moors with some fantastic scenery! 
 
Totalling a distance of approx. 300 km (approx. 190 miles) this is an iconic UK walk (typically 23 km per day 
for 2 weeks so classed as a tough walk). For a medium pace, I anticipate that that walk could be completed 
within 2 weeks. However, there are several places that are worth a look around so I may just do part of the 
walkover 2 weeks, to fit family commitments and my 3-weeks leave period  
 
I am planning this walk from early/mid September 2018 when the weather is more settled and avoiding school 
holidays. Dates will be confirmed but likely to be 10-24 Sep 2018. People may join us when available, 
including some of my UK family and friends. May entail camping or combine camping/YHA, YHA/B&B or 
solely B&B. Costs will depend on accommodation chosen but distances mean YHA or B&B are most 
attractive.  
 
Please confirm interest by 30 November2017 (and type of accommodation that would suit). This information 
will permit final planning of accommodation and itinerary. 
  
Julia       
Email: julia.doughty@bigpond.com  
Mobile: 0403 948 858 
 

	
Advertisement	

Wanted	to	buy	–	Second	hand	snow	shoes.	Please	let	me	know	the	cost	&	I	will	deposit	into	bank	account.		
Phone	Gary	Gray	on	0427	876	997	or	garyg@glch.org.au	

	
 
 

 
 
Bush Search and Rescue Victoria is a dedicated volunteer search and rescue group active in the state of 
Victoria, Australia and is a division of Bushwalking Victoria Inc.  
 
The group was formed in 1949 when several volunteer bushwalkers were involved in an extended search at 
Wilson’s Promontory. It has assisted Police with search and rescue in Victoria for over sixty years as a 
community service. 
 
Bush Search and Rescue participates in land-based search and rescue activities for persons lost in bush and 
alpine areas, working with and under direction from the Victoria Police Search and Rescue Squad. Bush Search 
and Rescue has assisted  

Check out http://www.bsar.org/ 



	

	

TRIP PREVIEWS LIST November 2017 
 

For more details, visitors please email: membership@vmtc.asn.au 
 
2-3 December 
Mt Buffalo Waterfalls Base Camp 
Leader:        Jopie B. 
Contact:       9482 4691,   0423 151 767  and 
jopiebodegraven@gmail.com 
Standard:     Hard 
 
This weekend is graded hard because it is a total 
unknown and will involve scrub and rock hopping 
up an unknown creek & also rock scrambling. The 
purpose of the weekend is to get to and photograph 
Howells Falls from top and bottom. I had never 
heard of them till I saw a telephoto shot of them in 
“250 Victorian Waterfalls” by Ray Barber & Ian 
Wacey and as a minor waterfall afficianado I 
wondered how I had never heard of them before. So 
I must go there. The grid reference is 846322 
 
We will do Howells Falls on the Saturday as a day 
walk. Then on Sunday to round out the weekend we 
will get to the base of and look up at Crystal Brook 
Falls, which is the one that plummets into the head 
of the Gorge near the Buffalo Chalet. We will go 
via Eurobin Falls and this too will involve scrub 
and off track stuff. 
 
We will camp Friday & Saturday nights at the Mt 
Buffalo Caravan Park which is the one just before 
you cross the Buckland River on the road from 
Porepunkah to Mt Buffalo and about a km beyond 
the roundabout. 
 
So if you’re into off track, rocky, scrubby terrain 
and like exploring creeks and waterfalls, and are up 
to it, then come along but make sure you bring 
scrub gloves and gaiters.  
 
 
9 December 2017 
Mt Tamboritha - Crinoline  
Leader:               Jim H. 
Contact:  jnharker@netspace.net.au,  

0402099476 
Standard: Hard 
Limit: 12 
Rendezvous: 8:00 am Saturday at Platypus 
camp, on the Wellington River. 
 

Leave 1 car at Breakfast Creek then drive to 
Tamboritha Saddle. The route goes over 
Tamboritha, along an old 4WD track , then a 
walking track. Lunch on Saturday should be at a 
spectacular rock shelter, with views down into the 
Caledonia river. The track is a bit vague going over 
Long Hill, but there are great views of the Great 
Dividing Range. On Sunday we climb the Crinoline 
and take in some spectacular views, before 
returning to Breakfast Creek. 
 
 
Wednesday 13th December  
Beach walk - Mt Martha to Mornington 
(Note: The 2nd not 3rd Wednesday) 
Leader:  Helen S 
Contact:  9899 7830 
Standard:  Easy, approximately 8km before 
lunch. 
Rendezvous:  Frankston Railway Station, 
9.10am 
 
Transport: Frankston train departs Flinders St. 
Station 8.05 am, arrives Frankston 9.08 am. Take 
the 788 bus at 9.25am to the corner of Craigie Road 
and Nepean Highway. (The next bus is an hour later 
so be on time). 
 
The Walk: From Craigie Road, Mt Martha we will 
walk through the Mornington Cemetery to 
Balcombe Creek, and follow the board walk to the 
foreshore, then use cliff top paths or footpaths to 
our lunch destination. There are 2 options after 
lunch – along the cliffs to Mornington and take a 
bus back to Frankston (total distance about 12km), 
or by bus from the lunch stop to Mornington or 
Frankston (a 50 minute service only) 
 
Lunch booking made. Please confirm by Wednesday 
6th December via 9899 7830 or 
mschaeche@bigpond.com, 
 
 

            Share your pictures 
Don’t know how? 

ASK NOLA!! 



	

	

27 December 2017 - 3 January 2018 
Northern Kosciuszko National Park 
Leader:  Gregg S. (Note change of leader from 
Damien W.)   
Contact: 0431 501 239,  
email:gscott65@optusnet.com.au  
Standard: easy 
Limit: 8 
Maps:                  Tantangara 8626 3N & Rules 
Point 8626 4S 1:25,00 
Rendezvous: 8.30am Snowy Mountains Hwy at 
the Tantangara Road turn-off. About half way (19k) 
between Adaminaby and Kiandra 
Northern Kosciuszko National Park is a great 
walking area – open rolling plains, nicely timbered 
country, interesting huts and good camp sites. 
This will be a circuit, mainly on walking tracks and 
management trails, taking in well-known places as 
Cooleman Plain, Blue Waterholes, Blanket Plain 
and the lesser known Nungar and Gulf Plains 
located on the eastern edge of the park. The off-
track sections will be easy. We’ll visit a total of 11 
historic huts along the way and part of the walk will 
follow the Australian Alps Walking Track. Good 
fishing opportunities on a couple of the days. About 
86k over 8 days excluding the optional side trips to 
points of interest.  
 
To limit food carrying to 4 nights, a car can be left 
at the end of the Tantangara Road. There will be 
some creek crossings including two crossings of the 
Murrumbidgee, so a walking pole and sandles will 
be useful. This is an alpine area, so come prepared 
for extremes of weather.  
 
27 December - 7 January 2018 
Flinders Island  
Leader:  Julia D. 
Contact:   julia.doughty@bigpond.com; 0403 
948 858 
 
I am proposing a trip to Flinders Island just after 
Christmas for approximately 2 weeks, returning to 
Melbourne on Sunday 7th Jan 2018. Start date is 
probably 27th Dec 2017. Flights to Flinders Island 
return are around $500. Book flights yourself to 
arrive either 26 or 27 Dec. The plan is to be based 
near Whitemark (or Lady Barron) when not 
walking (pub/cabins/camping) and hire a car or 
minibus to take us around. I plan to do two walks. 
There will be a day to recce the island and do 
water/food drops (if required).  
 

Walk 1: a 6 (?) day walk from the North East River 
along the West Coast  (taking in Mt Killiecrankie) 
to north of Whitemark, and then through the centre 
of the island finishing with a traverse of the eastern 
side of the Strzelecki range and round to Trousers 
Point. The walk will finish up Mount Strzelecki.  
 
Walk 2: After a rest day, we would do 2-3 days 
around the Patriachs on the east coast, followed by 
a final rest day before going home. 
 
Please indicate interest by 30 October 2017 so that I 
can sort out accommodation and maybe get a group 
booking and a discount for accommodation and/or 
fares. Details to follow.  
 
14 January 2018 
Philip Island, Summerland to Pyramid Rock 
Leader:                Agata R.           
Contact:               Agata_rome@yahoo.com 
Distance               7.8km 
Standard:             Medium  
Limit:                   15 
Rendezvous:        9AM Pyramid Rock Road 
Carppark 
A coastal walk along beaches and cliffs from 
Pyramid Rock to Summerland Beach. This will be a 
relaxed walk with minor climbs and beautiful 
views. Car shuffle required from Pyramid Rock to 
Summerland Beach, Penguin Parade. 
 
Mount Speculation via the Cross-Cut Saw 
Date: 20- 21st Jan 2018 
Leader:  Trish E. 
Contact:  0468 379 732  
trish2607@gmail.com  
Standard:  Medium 
Map:  Buller- Howitt Alpine Area 
1:50,000 Outdoor Recreation Guide 
Limit:  10 per group 
We shall start at Howitt car park and walk across to 
the Vallejo Gantner Hut, then join the Alps 
Walking Track with an optional side trip to Mount 
Howitt. Head north along the cross cut saw with 
spectacular 360deg views of the Victorian alps to 
camp at Mount Speculation. Hopefully enjoy an 
impressive display of alpine flowers along the route 
as we retrace our steps the following day. Despite 
the possibility of a warm weekend in January please 
remember it is an alpine environment and bring 
suitable clothing for cold temperatures.  
 
 



	

	

TRIP REPORTS LIST November 2017 
 
4 - 7 November 
Bogong High Plains - Big 
River Circuit 
 

 
Leader: Damien W. 
Participants: Hania B., Ailsa M., Anna T., Jim H, Greg S, Rod N 

 
The closure of the Bogong High Plains Road made this easy walk even easier. It’s a smaller diameter circuit, 
starting from Big River Bridge Campground instead of Langford Gap. No one was complaining - except me. 
 
Day 1 was only 4.5k. A perfect spring day and very 
relaxing after the drive from Melbourne. We 
followed Track 107 and camped on ‘bowling green’ 
Big River flats. The track was built by Angus 
McMillan under contract from the Victorian 
Government to give gold-mining communities of 
Gippsland access to the High Country. In places, 
you can still see original rock retaining walls. 
Nowadays it used by bushwalkers and the nearby 
Mittagundi Outdoor Education Centre. 
 
On day 2 we followed the track up to Wildhorse 
Plain, contouring through attractive forests and fern 
gullies. On the way, we met a group of Year 10 
students doing a combined walking, rafting and 
cycling trip from Hotham to Kosci. As we climbed, 
views of Mt. Wills and the last snows on Nelse and 
Bogong opened up. Wildhorse Creek was flowing 
well and a strategic jumping point was found. One 
member over estimated her pack-throwing skills but 
quick actions by another member, saved it from 
floating merrily away.  
 
We camped at the old hut ruin under a grove of 
Black Sallee. It was a nice spot overlooking 
Wildhorse Plain but, unfortunately, also favoured 

by a large brumby population – evidenced by 
copious amount of horse poo. We did not see any 
horses but did hear dingoes howling during the 
night, which was nice. 
 
 

 
L-R Ailsa M, Rod N, Anna T & Greg S rugged up 
and ready to go. 

(Photos Damien W) 

 
Next day was wet and cold. As we were packing 
up, a second regiment of yesterday’s student group 
marched into camp. We offered advice as to where 
the track went. But without pause they kept 
marching straight ahead like automatons into the 
thickest and wettest scrub. Five minutes later they 
emerged back out and headed in the right direction. 
We had done the wrong thing in offering advice. As 
their teacher mentioned, part of their navigation and 
leadership training was to be self-reliant and make 
their own decisions. Maybe part of that training 
could also include listening to advice.  
Real or imagined snowflakes were spotted during 
our lunch break at Kelly’s Hut. Understandably 
given the conditions, no one had any appetite for 

side trips, not even to Fitzgerald’s Hut. The drizzle 
stopped in the afternoon as we walked down the 
Kelly Track to camp on a snow plain near The 
Lanes. 
 
It wasn’t pleasant next morning squeezing into wet 
socks and frozen boots, trying to tie stiff & straight 
shoelaces. We started early in semi-clear and cold 
conditions and finished off the 850m descent back 
to the cars by lunch time. 
Thanks to Damien for organising the walk, and to 
everyone for your great company.  

 Hania B 
 
 
 

 



	

	

 

CONSERVATION & CONVERSATIONS 
 
 

Conservation has always been included as a heading in Trampalong, but we rarely receive items for this 
section. Please send items of general interest (2-4 paragraphs + photos if possible) about conservation or other 

issues to Hania or Terri 
 

Fire activity looking south west towards Dargo from Swifts Creek, 11 January 2007 (Photo: fir0002 | flagstaffotos.com.au) 
 

 

For many bushwalkers fire is an iconic feature of the Australian bush, 
shaping and changing the environment that we so lovingly hike 
through. The aftermath of fire can look devastating, forming a 
moonscape of large portions of once pristine bush.

These places retain an eerie beauty as the trees start to sprout from their bases and trunks and eventually 
transition into white matchsticks along the horizon contrasting with storm clouds and blue skies with equal 
effect.  
We can see for ourselves that 
some trees are able to survive 
fire but what about the animals? 
Fire essentially resets the 
mammal community, 
introducing a novel 
environment that suits a 
different suite of species adding 
to the diversity of the 
landscape. In many landscapes 
individuals from a variety of 
hardy species are able to 
survive fire and slowly build up 
their populations from in the 
burnt area. 

Now that's pretty cool!  
 

 
(Photo: fir0002 | flagstaffotos.com.au 

 
 

Major Victorian bushfires2000s 

 
Photo: Nick Carson at en.wikipedia, CC 
BY-SA 3  

 
One concern currently facing mammals (and flora!) is that fires are 
becoming larger and occurring more frequently which can impact their 
recovery and may in the future result in species being lost from some 
areas. 
 
All in all fires present a new ‘bush’ to ‘bash’ through as it transitions 
through distinct phases, presenting fresh opportunities for those willing 
to take them on and reinforcing the need to be careful with fire when 
exploring. 

Susie H. 



	

	

QUICK INFO ADVERTISING 
 
The VMTC’s website is a wealth of information, but sometimes members want quick reminders or quick access to 
information. This section meets this demand. The content changes to address issue of importance 
 
Car Travel Costs 
Persons sharing their cars may make prior arrangement 
for sharing costs. In the absence of any other prior 
agreement, the standard and maximum payment shall be 
1.5 times the cost of petrol divided by the number of 
persons in the vehicle. Road tolls are additional. (See 
Bye-law 2.6). 

 
Online bookings  
Booking for club trips is now an online process for 
members. Go to: 
https://vmtc.asn.au/component/users/?view=login 

 
Paying membership and visitor’s fees  
The easiest way of transferring fees to the VMTC bank 
account is via internet banking. Or deposit the fees by 
cheque or as cash at a Commonwealth Bank with a 
follow-up email to treasurer@vmtc.asn.au that explains 
the detail of that deposit. 
 
The bank account is: 
BSB: 063 002 - Account Number: 00910167 
Account Name: Victorian Mountain Tramping Club Inc. 
Reference: Your name

 

 
Team effort crossing Wildhorse Creek: L-R Hania B, Damien W, Rod N (Photo Jim Harker) 

 
Official club email addresses  
Members, please use the following official club email 
addresses:  

 

Updating contact details: 
 
Send an email with updated information to: 
 
membership@vmtc.asn.au 
info@vmtc.asn.au (updates VMTC News contact list) 
and  
on the website, in members section “My User Profile” 
(bottom tab on members main menu page), click on this 
and you can update all contact details. This is important 
for auto populating online bookings.  
 


